'Our]ivumlﬂmabook,
_and God is the author,” says
Rev. Mr. Harold Burke-
Sivers. “We live page by page,
but God knows the begin-
ning and the end. So we need
to have trust and fidelity.
Even though we don't see
how, He will use the situa-
uonwe'mm:igm:wwforﬂis

important lessons can be
drawn from every page of the
life of Father Augustine
Tolton, a man born into sla-
very in northeastern Mis-
souri, who trusted God to
help him overcome enormous
obstacles and become the
Catholic Church's first full-
blooded African-American
priest in the United States.
“Fr. Augustine is a wonder-
ful example of the obedience
of faith,” said Rev. Mr. Burke-
Sivers, an African-American
deacon, writer and TV person-
ality who wrote, “A Study In
Faithful Obedience,” the fore-
word to a hew edition of Sr.
Hemesath's classic biography
of Fr. Tolton. “He serves as a
role model for those who :
seek to be configured
more perfectly to Christ.”
Rev. Mr. Burke-
Sivers said Fr. Tolton «
was a model of true

call to witness the
beauty and truth of our
faith.” |
Rev. Mr. Burke- .
Sivers asserted in his .
foreword that Sr.
Hemesath's book “is a ' |
poignant reminder that |
with Ged all things are
possible.”
Fr. Tolton, born into sla-

was invited to join the Sa-
cred Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith and
attend the Urban College in

Rome, In 1886, he was or-

dained to the Holy Priest-
hood. He served until he was.
43, when he died in Chicago
of heat exhaustion.

Rev. Mr. Burke-Sivers be-

lieves Fr. Tolton found free-
dom less from his family’s

escape from the Missouri
his trust squarely in the
hands of God.

“True freedom is in line

with God's’ holy will,” said
Rev. Mr. Burke-Sivers. “We
are truly free to be the people
that God made us to be, in
His image and likeness.
Christ said, T have not come
to doMy own will, but will
of He Who sent me.’ That’s
something that Fr. Tolton
understood.”

Shortly before Fr. Tolton’s
priestly ordination, he found
out that he would not be
sent to serve in Africa, as he
had hoped, but would return
to the United States as a
missionary.

“Rome, in 1ta wladom,

very in 1854 in Ralls Fr

County, Mo., was baptized

by a Catholic priest in Brush -

Creek, Mo. His mother es-
caped to [llincis, a free state,
with him and his two sib-
lings -after her husband
joined the Union Army at the
outbreak of the Civil War.
After searching for years
for a way to answer his
priestly calling from God —
even though no U.S. semi-
nary or religious order would
accept him because of the

-

their
t Fr. Tolton was crest-

"Sr, Hemesath wrote
about- him going to the
Blessed Sacrament and
praying, like a miniature
Gethsemane scene,” said
Rev. Mr. Burke-Sivers.
“Lord, take this cup away
‘from me. ... But not my will
be done, but yours.™.

From Slave to Priest makes
clear how important the in-
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fluence of Fr. Tolton’s mother, tmtlmchjm. He just wanted While looking

for a way to

Martha Jane (Chisley) Tolton,  to be faithful. He justwanted become a priest, Fr. Tolton

was in his life. to serve, That’s a wonderful made the most of his role as
“She always en- a layman, helping the
couraged him,” Rev. sisters in Quincy cat-
Mr. Burke-Sivers echize black children.
noted. “Throughout “For him, it wasn't
the book, we see her just about doing stuff
telling him, ‘Never for- in church,” said Rev.
get the goodness of Mr. Burke-Sivers.
“The real battle in our

the Lord.’ I think that
stuck with him, to
trust in the Lord even
in the most difficult of |
times.”

Fr. Tolton, said Rev. .

and value of Chnst:lan
humility. ;
“Humility does not
really mean thinking
less of yourself, but
thmldng of yourself
less,”
Burke-Sivers. -
that’s w!mthed.ld He

went to school but took 0bs

to help take care of his fam-
ily. He listened to and trusted
the priests and sisters who
were helping him when oth-
ers would not. He let God
speak to him through them.”
That humility allowed Fr.
Tolton to remain Catholic,
even when Catholics
and other Christians
treated him hostily.
“Despite the hypoc-
risy of people who are

© Mr. Burke-Sivers, “he
saw that the teachings
of the Church are still
mmﬁﬂandmm,mq
ottt of the obedience of
|  faith, he followed the
Ctruth” e
Rev. Mr.
Sivers pondered the
words ied by Je-
suit Father J-Glenn
Murray at the 150th an-
n_ivcrsaziruf Fr. Tolton's
birth: * Neither brilliant
nor clever, America’s
ﬁrs’tmoogmmd black Af;
rican-American priest
was a paalm' first and
last, and justly merits

'thehﬂeoffaﬂ'lerofallthe

black African-American
priests and — dare I say —
the father of all black African-
Americans who labor in love
inthe Catholic Church we call
Roman. More than he ever re-

alized in life, he was and is-

anmapuml:lﬂnfurthcremm‘k
able movement of faith, even
mthjsdayandwﬂxisplaoe”

“Ilove that sentiment of Fr.
Murray,” said Rev. Mr.
Burke-Sivers. “Fr. Augustine
was just a pastor. That's all
he wanted to be. He didn't try
to start anything that would

N

t{} l.wc what

Burkc—

legaw.foraﬂmenmﬂcdub

the priesthood. It's all about
committing yourselve to serve
God and serve the people —
where they are.”

A

culture, then and to-
day, is living our
Catholic faith with
fervor and fidelity in
the workplace, in the
schools, in pubhc and
po].lncal — places
were priests and dea-
cons don't necessar-
ily reach.

“This has to come
out of a deep love of
Christ in our heart —
not just in our hearts,

our heads and what's in our
hearts — putting it into prac-
tice every day in the situa-
tions we find ourselves in at
Please see Freedom, p. 1918




